Douglas Geers, Composer

Biography
Reviewers have described the music of Douglas Geers as "...glitchy... keening... scrabbling... contemplative" (Steve Smith, New York Times), "fascinating... virtuosic... beautifully eerie" (Jim Lowe, Montpelier Times-Argus), "..expertly showy..." (David Cleary, New Music Connoisseur), "...Powerful..." (Neue Zuericher Zietung), "virtuosic exuberance" (Computer Music Journal), and have praised its "shimmering electronic textures" (Kyle Gann, Village Voice.) Mr. Geers has composed in a wide range of musical styles, including classical concert music, pop songs, television and film scores, electroacoustic music. His work focuses on creative utilizations of new technologies and multimedia dimensions, with a continuing emphasis on interactive electroacoustic works.
Mr. Geers' music has been performed worldwide, on concerts in North and South America, England, Ireland, Scotland, Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Spain, Switzerland, Austria, Italy, Slovenia, Croatia, Greece, Romania, Singapore, Hong Kong, Korea, China, Australia, as well as TV, radio, and the Internet. 

Mr. Geers has won many grants and awards, including a 2007 McKnight Foundation Composer Fellowship, the Composers Commissioning Project prize from the Jerome Foundation in both 2001 and 2007, a 2001 Dynamic Duos commission from Composers Collaborative, Inc., the 2000 Roth-Thomson award for "Impressive project for musical composition," and others from ASCAP, Meet the Composer, the Experimentalstudio der Heinrich-Strobel-Stiftung, the Fulbright Foundation, the American Composers Forum, Columbia University, the Mellon Foundation, the Jerome Foundation, and others.  

Douglas Geers was born and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio (USA). He studied via scholarships at Xavier University (B.A. in English and Music), the Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music (Master of Music), and Columbia University (Doctor of Musical Arts, 2002). As a Presidential fellow at Columbia, Geers studied composition, theory, and computer music with Fred Lerdahl, Tristan Murail, Brad Garton, and Jonathan Kramer. During the 2000-2001 academic year Mr. Geers lived in Oslo, Norway for ten months, working in residence at the NOTAM computer music studios at the University of Oslo, via a Fulbright Foundation grant. 

Since August, 2002 Geers has been employed as Assistant Professor of Composition and Director of the Electronic Music Studios at the University of Minnesota (Twin Cities), USA.   In addition to his composition, Geers is co-founder and performer in the electroaacoustic trio Sønreel, is a co-founder and co-Director of the Electric Music Collective, an internationally-based group of electroacoustic composer-performers, and is co-founder and performer in the electroacoustic duo Plug. In 2003 he created the annual Spark Festival of Electronic Music and Arts, of which he is Director. The Spark Festival has since become an internationally-renowned event, and continues to increase its profile and esteem.  

