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Peoplehad plenty of painful reasonsfor leaving New York after Sept. 11, SAVE TS

n . . PRINT
among them tragic memories and overwhelming fear.
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For those who never would have considered
leaving, New Yorkers like Wickham Boyle
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were probably a big part of the reason. Ms. Boyle, who lives in
TriBeCa, spent the third day following 9/11 spreading grace as
best she could, buying up ash-coveredflowers from alocal
grocer, washing them off in her shower to let their colors
reemerge, and then placing the restored blooms at sites of
wreckage.

Ms. Boyle, 58, a writer and a mother of two, was among those
who never would have contemplated a home base anywhere else
(although sheOs lived large chunks of her life almost everywhere
elseN Niger, Algiers, France and ltaly, to start).

- B l! Shestarted using a bicycle as her primary way of navigating the

Suzanne DeChillo/The New York Times

Wickham Boyle said her opera was Oa city 36 yearsago and still does,in fair and foul weather. In

::53;':::;::?:'2?1‘? o I:;!’:ZSO 1977,shewrote a connoisseurOguide, OOnthe Streets: A Guide ;
to New York CityO8uskers.Qn 1976, the first year the New York
Multimedia marathon left Central Park and took its current course through j
the five boroughs, she finished among the top 30 women. And
when the Department of Cultural Affairs decided, that same year, 5
that the city wastoo broke to pay for an annual New YearOg&ve 6
celebration in Central Park, it was Ms. Boyle, then 26 and the
departmentOs director of special projects, who kept it going with 7.
afrenzy of last-minute fund-raising calls. 8.
So dyslexic that she couldnOt tell time until she was 30, Ms. Boyle =~ 9
nonetheless became a successful stockbroker in her 40s, when 10.
she needed the money. It wasnOt just that she was a woman at
that agethat made her unusual for the job. OThesayuys would
call me, screaming, OGivene a quote!@OMs. Boyle said. OAndIOd
say OTo-morrow,and to-morrow, and to-morrow, creepsin this
petty pace from day to day, to the last syllable of recorded time.O O a
After a while, recalled Ms. Boyle, the clients came to like it. OGive
me the girl who gives you the quote before she gives you the
Related quote,O they used to say if they got someone else on the phone.
Wickham Boyle's Blog (External
link) Her children, unsurprisingly, became the consummate city kids.

Ms. Boyle, who served as executive director at the experimental
theater La MaMa for eight years, saysher daughter, who is now

lof 3
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23, saw 200 showsin the first year of her life. OPeoplevould saythings like, OOhthe whirling A new play and much else to worry about

dervishes are rehearsing in the annex N 10litake the baby,@said Ms. Boyle, who let them. Also in Theater:
Love and starshine
Antsy adolescents romp at Edinburgh festivals

Sheunderstood that to raise a child in New York acceptsforgoing certain protections. When a A guide to understanding "title of show]"
child at her daughterOlementary public school tried to push her down aflight of stairs, Ms. Boyle

didnOtcall the principal. Oltold her, OYoueedto find something that that boy can teach you,@Ms.
Boyle said. Her daughter did, and to this day she dribbles a basketball with great skill. Yearslater,

ADVERTISEMENTS

when her son tried to get home a few days after John Kennedy Jr.Oplane went down, the crowds

for the memorial in the neighborhood, where Mr. Kennedy had lived, were so thick that he had to Need to know more?

Get 50% off home delivery of The Times.
wait for them to thin out to getto his own door.

Still, nothing prepared Ms. Boyle for the day she herded 12 high school students, including her son,
Get the fall schedule of our online courses about

back to her home amid a storm of smoke and rubble. Ms. BoyleOgxperience living downtown in health and other vital topics. Click here for full details.

the months after 9/11 became the guiding theme of a collection of essays she published in December ! ) P oo

R . B rem S5  Enowledge
2001, OAMotherOsEssaysfrom Ground Zero.OLast year, with the help of various artists she knew H‘ Metwerk
through her work in theater, sheturned those essaysinto OCalling:An Opera of Forgiveness,O

which opens at La MaMa on Sept. 12. Ms. Boyle, nothing if not versatile, is the librettist, the
director and the co-producer of the piece, which she describesasa Oaheatrical retelling of one
familyOs involvement in 9/11 and beyond.O

Why an opera? OltwasnOgoing to be ©9/11The Musical,00she said.

In addition to putting her story onstage, Ms. Boyle also offers a look behind the production (and
into other aspectsof her life) in her blog OMidlife Mambo.O

Ms. BoyleOs experience bears out the theory that the longer you live in New York, the smaller the
town gets. When shewent door to door asking shopson her street, North Moore Street, to post
fliers for her opera, not a single one refused. Thirty-one local merchants from Cutco Knives to
Bouley donated goods or servicesfor a silent auction to raise money for the production (all told, it
cost$20,000). This Friday, Ms. Boyle will be reading from her essaysat the TriBeCa Barnes &
Noble, and performers from the opera will display the theatrical form those essays have taken.

In one essay,Ms. Boyle writes that TriBeCa, an anchor in her life, Ohagaken in my two babies,
embraced me in my endless quest for the perfect career, and married me in its opulence.O Among
her many winning qualities is her refusal to complain about the changesthat have turned her
neighborhood from an empty corner to a destination for city swells.

OAlot of people say, OOhTriBeCa is so changed,@she said. OHaveyou looked in the mirror? Life
goeson.O

E-mail: susan.dominus

@nytimes.com

A version of this article appeared in print on September 1, 2008, on page B1 of More Articles in New York Region »
the New York edition.
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A recent wine-award
stunt, writes Stanley
Fish, raises the
question: Are even
clever hoaxes anything
more than inspired
trickery?
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